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What would you give up, to grow up? 

After her fairy friends trade in their wings and magic to "live the dream” as real women in LA, lonely Tink must decide which 

road to follow — the adulting that lies ahead or the love she’s leaving behind.



As a society we are saturated in pop culture and contemporary standards of men 
who embody the Peter Pan Complex.. but what about the women who resist 
the road to adulthood? Or the ones who couldn’t wait to get there, only to 
realize it’s not all it’s cracked up to be? 

This is a story about four curious fairies (and one bitter fairy godmother) giving 
up their magical, cozy, and predictable existence in Pixie Paradise to live their 
lottery-winning life in Los Angeles - a city full of people chasing dreams, where 
nothing is ever quite what it seems. 

During Tink’s 300th birthday celebration - the start of the classic mid-life crisis for 
most fairies - Aura, Cassie, and Mara fill out their lottery tickets, ready to trade in 
their wings and pixie dust for the “grown up” lives they hand-picked out of Fairy 
Godmother Lucinda’s magic catalogue. But Tink isn’t so certain that the life that 
lies ahead is better than the one she’d leave behind. She’s paralyzed by the fear 
of change. 

Fast forward to fifty fairy years later - the eve of Tink’s 350th birthday. All of her 
friends have gone, and Tink - not one to ever hide her emotions - is seriously 
bitter. So Lucinda offers her a deal - a one month trial to experience life in Los 
Angeles. Tink’s terms. Tink’s choice. But that’s it. At the end of the month, at 
Cassie’s wedding, Tink must decide to either join her friends and build a new life 
for herself, or return to her home in Pixie Paradise… where she’ll spend the rest 
of eternity alone. 

DUST explores the fantasy, the reality, and the natural evolution of female 
friendships as we grow older and grow apart. A modern fairy tale, the series 
exposes the reality of living, loving, and chasing the dream in one of the most 
challenging, massive and beautiful cities in the world (sans the traffic and smog). 
The story sheds light on the muddled years of your 30s, when it’s easy to feel 
lost but too proud to admit it. This dramedy speaks to the growing 
expectations of women and what defines “perfection,” while poking fun at classic 
female bonding traditions.  

Why do we change? How do we let go? Are we doomed to be haunted by 
who we once were… and once loved?  



FOR ANYONE THAT 
LONGS TO GO BACK…

OR QUESTIONS WHERE 
THEY MIGHT BE HEADED…

WHERE CHANGE IS 
THE ONLY OPTION…

AND BELIEF WILL ONLY 
TAKE YOU SO FAR…



FROM PIXIE PARADISE… TO LA LA LAND…



MAIN CHARACTERS

TINK “The Wild Child” - Female, mid 30s. Sassy, quick-witted and never afraid to speak her 
mind, Tink arrives in Los Angeles overwhelmed, confused, and bitter. After spending 349 
years as a fairy, and staying loyal to the human love of her life, Peter, she is resistant to the 
idea of “growing up.” Unlike her friends who left before her, she hasn’t quite figured out her 
dream life. She’s particularly resentful of Aura, her best friend, with whom she made a vow to 
never leave Pixie Paradise many years ago. Tink is passionate and strong - she’ll fight for who 
and what she believes in and isn’t afraid to ask questions. Getting accustomed to these 
constant waves of conflicting emotions is a challenge for her as a woman, for when she was a 
fairy she was only capable of feeling one emotion at a time (and feeling it with all she had). 
Tink is granted permission by Fairy Godmother Lucinda to spend one month in the real 
world before choosing if she wants to return to Pixie Paradise, where her unrequited love still 
resides, or stay in LA, where her friends and future lie. Deep down she’s made this 
transformation in the hopes Peter will come for her, and their love can be realized now that 
they are both human. The struggle is real. Whichever choice she makes at the end of the 
month is a permanent one. Suggested Casting: Anna Kendrick, Aisling Bea, Yael Stone 

AURA “The Dreamer” - Female, mid 30s. A hopeless romantic who is annoyingly optimistic 
and equally apologetic, Aura has adjusted to life in LA (her happy place) with ease and 
grace. She lives with her boyfriend Andrew, a musician, in a shabby house share in Silverlake, 
which she tries desperately to make homey. Aura loves photography, and has often been 
fired from jobs due to her nature to wander off to document beautiful things. She’s a bit 
“basic”- lives for her Starbucks, hearts anything in yoga pants, and loves the hashtag 
#blessed. Aura embodies the millennial artist that’s constantly getting ragged on in the 
news… the snowflakes who put love, passion and dreams above all things sensible and 
practical. The jokes on everyone else though. Despite all logic and reasoning indicating she 
should be miserable, Aura is actually the happiest one in the group. She gloriously defies the 
tormented artist stereotype. Suggested Casting: Antonia Thomas, Christina Milian, Megan 
Markle 



MAIN CHARACTERS (CONT’D)

CASSIE “The Free Spirit” - Female, late 30s. Earthy, dramatic, and highly intuitive, Cassie has 
embraced the Universe for all it can and will offer. Her careless attitude towards commitment 
paired with her annoyingly positive attitude drives the other fairies crazy, but deep down she’s torn 
between the life she lives and the life she secretly desires - stability, a family, and running a small 
business. She is engaged to George, a sexually ambiguous salon owner, with whom she has an 
open relationship. Cassie claims she’s marrying George for his green card, but the added financial 
security doesn’t hurt. She’s often tangled up in her own contradictions about love and boundaries. 
In the meantime, she’s perfected the art of the spiritual selfie. Suggested Casting: Alia Shawkat, 
Olivia Munn, Nasim Pedrad 

MARA “The Perfect One” - Female, late 30s. Wife to Philip Marling, mother to Victoria, and the 
overall caretaker of the group, Mara was the first fairy to arrive in LA and takes that responsibility 
to heart. She’s known what she wanted since she was 150 years old, and anxiously awaited her 
300th birthday to pursue it. Mara’s love for booze and happy pills has grown over the years, as her 
love for her cheating husband has faded and postpartum set in. Right before Tink arrives in LA, 
Mara reaches out to Lucinda in desperation. Lucinda, sensing her weakness, cuts a deal - Mara is 
given a small amount of emergency pixie dust in exchange for keeping watch over Tink and aiding 
in Lucinda’s plan to torment her. As time goes on and Mara finds herself failing to be perfect for 
everyone and everything, she begins to unravel and question all her choices. Suggested Casting: 
Annie Murphy, Ellie Kemper, Mila Kunis 

LUCINDA “The Evil Fairy Godmother"- Female, 40-50s. Lucinda controls all power and 
transition between Pixie Paradise and the real world. Her calm, classy demeanor and aloof facade 
is simply a front for the raging jealousy she feels towards the other fairies - particularly Tink. 
Lucinda was Peter’s first fairy, before Tink was born. She too, had the opportunity to become a real 
woman on her 300th birthday, and she took it. (This was back in the days when it was still possible 
to go back and forth between the two worlds.) She was madly in love with Peter, and believed he 
would come for her. When he didn’t, she returned to Pixie Paradise, broken-hearted, only to 
discover he had Tink by his side. Times grew dark, and when the original Fairy Godmother passed 
on, Lucinda stepped up to the role and made some new rules. Though Lucinda wants Tink out she 
also seeks revenge - to punish Tink for the life and love she lost. Suggested Casting: Sian Clifford, 
Michaela Watson, Carmen Ejogo



SUPPORTING CHARACTERS

GEORGE- Male, 40s. A 
successful, bisexual British 
stylist who owns a salon in 
WeHo. George is engaged 
to Cassie, though they have 
an open relationship. The 
blurred lines of that 
relationship often cause 
chaos and confusion for 
George, who at the heart of 
it is still deep down unsure of 
who he even is. The two are 
the best of friends, but the 
green card arrangement 
causes tensions as the 
wedding date draws near. 
Suggested Casting: Ray 
Fearon, Andrew Scott, Luke 
Evans

JULES - Female, 
Transgender, 30s. An old 
friend of the fairies who now 
runs an underground non-
binary, former fairy club in 
WeHo. Jules is smart, 
empowered, and on a 
mission to create space for 
anyone and everyone to be 
who they’re meant to be and 
live their best life. 
Suggesting Casting:  Mj 
Rodriguez, Trace Lysette, 
Angelica Ross

ANDREW - Male, early 30s. 
Aura’s boyfriend and a 
struggling musician. Andrew is 
an East Coast guy, torn between 
pursuing his dream in LA and 
settling for a responsible job so 
he can marry the love of his life. 
At heart he has the best 
intentions, but his 
indecisiveness and laziness 
grates on the Aura’s friends, 
who don’t always see him in 
that rose-colored light. 
Suggested Casting: Joseph 
Gordon Levitt, Daren Criss, 
Justin Long

CHASE - Male, 30s. The 
love interest who briefly 
catches Tink’s eye and 
holds on for dear life. 
Chase is a young architect 
climbing the corporate 
ladder in the gentrification 
of East LA. He is kind, 
thoughtful, emotionally 
stable and responsible- it’s 
no wonder Tink wants 
nothing to do with him. 
Suggested Casting: David 
Walton, Jason Segel, Julian 
Morris 

PHILIP - Male, 40s. A 
wealthy venture capitalist 
with a wandering eye and 
a comfortable bank 
account. Philip is British, 
and moved to the US 
back in the 90s when the 
market was flourishing. 
He’s selfish, inconsiderate 
and cold at times, but has 
stayed committed to this 
marriage because the 
bottom line is - Philip 
simply doesn’t like to be 
alone. Suggested Casting: 
Matthew Goode, Henry 
Cavill, Daniel Ings



EPISODE 1 - PILOT 

Upon turning 350 fairy years old, Tink makes a deal with Lucinda to 
leave Pixie Paradise and join her former fairy friends in Los Angeles 
for one month. Skeptical of life in the “real world,” Tink finds 
herself disheartened by the way her friends have changed and 
apprehensive of her future in this strange new city. 

EPISODE 2 - LIVING THE DREAM 

When she’s unable to get hired anywhere, George offers Tink a job 
working the front desk at Wonderland Salon, where she’s treated to 
a daily parade of LA’s finest. Aura lands a gig doing voice over 
work for one of Philip’s new companies - which puts her smack in 
the middle of indiscretions she didn’t care to see. Chase, the new 
man that keeps magically appearing in Tink’s life, asks her out and 
she can’t run away fast enough. Meanwhile, Mara’s new nanny has 
too many opinions for her liking. 

EPISODE 3 - THE BIRDS AND THE BEES 

Finding inner peace is key to surviving life in LA, right? Cassie is 
determined to get the girls into her bohemian lifestyle, beginning 
with an evening yoga class and sound bath. Mara is no longer able 
to ignore her husband’s cheating when she comes face-to-face with 
one of his “clients”in her own backyard. Tink agrees to a set up 
with one of Andrew’s friends and quickly discovers that dating in 
Hollywood is a far cry from her flirty fairy days in Pixie Paradise. 
Chase isn’t looking so bad after all. 

EPISODE 4 - ROAD TO RAJA 

The pressure of Cassie’s wedding coupled with brutal LA traffic, 
some shady Craigslist apartment ads and good old-fashioned 
heartache leaves Tink ready to give up on the real world and head 
home. Determined to help her find her life’s purpose, the girls 
book tickets for a talk with Cassie’s favorite self-help guru, Raja 
Rayne. But the evening is a bust when Tink inadvertently exposes 
Raja as a fraud, sending Cassie’s whole belief system into a tailspin. 

EPISODE 5 - FAIRIES AMONG US 

Tink, Aura, and Cassie recognize another former fairy friend, Rose, 
at the coffee shop and accept her invite to check out where she 
works - which turns out to be a secret fairy after hours club, owned 
by Jules. The night quickly shakes up the trio, who are all tempted 
by the recklessness of living in the moment. Meanwhile, Andrew 
gets “discovered” at an open mic night, but it comes with strings 
attached. 

SEASON ONE EPISODE BREAKDOWN



Episode 6 - The Way We Were 

Mara and Philip argue over work conflicting with Cassie’s wedding. Aura and Andrew fight about money. Chase gets angry with Tink 
for being flaky and inconsistent. Cassie tells George she needs some space. As the four fairies convene to discuss their woes, they 
reminisce about the ease of the life they once lived, and the world they gave up. 

Episode 7 - Adventures in Babysitting 

Tink is enlisted to babysit for Victoria while Philip and Mara try to reconcile their marriage with a weekend away - which of course 
Lucinda has a blast meddling with. Aura, Andrew, Cassie, and George invite Chase out in an effort to get to know him better, and 
plant the seed that they want things between him and Tink to work out. 

Episode 8 - Too Much Penis 

For Cassie’s last hurrah, the former fairies take her to Palm Springs to celebrate her bachelorette party. Thrown together on an 
awkward “bro date,” Chase and Andrew bond over their girlfriends unusually vague pasts, and equally strange behavior in the 
present. Meanwhile, the end of the month is approaching and Tink is still struggling with her impending decision. 

Episode 9 - Chasing Shadows: Part One 

Tension is high the day before the wedding, as Cassie struggles with the idea of forever and questions the rules of her commitment to 
George. Aura breaks down and confesses her and Andrew’s financial situation. Mara and Lucinda argue over Tink’s future. Tink agrees 
to go to the wedding with Chase. 

Episode 10 - Chasing Shadows: Part Two 

Cassie’s big day is here, but what wedding would be complete without a little drama and a runaway bride? Blasts from the past are 
popping up like explosions in mine fields, delaying the festivities and creating chaos. Cassie realizes she can’t marry George, but 
doesn’t want the wedding to go to waste... so she gifts the day to financially-challenged Aura and Andrew. Tink is angered by the 
timely appearance of Peter’s shadow, but finally finds the strength to say goodbye to both him and Neverland. 



FROM CHASING SHADOWS TO DUST… AN EVOLUTION OF WRITING, AN EVOLUTION OF A WRITER

It was Fall 2013, in a cozy Upper West Side studio, that the idea for DUST 

was sparked. At the time I was working as a music journalist and dipping my 

toes into playwriting waters in the NYC theatre scene. One night, listening to 

some live recordings of a local singer-songwriter, I stumbled on a song called 

“Peter Pan” by Jillette Johnson. As the melody filled my apartment and I 

tuned into the lyrics it suddenly hit me - was I Tinker Bell? Now in my early 

30s, struggling with unrequited love and watching my friends and family 

couple off, have children, climb the corporate ladder, and move on, I’d never 

felt more alone and I’d never felt more alive. I was living that sweet fairy life, 

and it made me feel ALL the feels. 

So I did the only thing I knew to do with this sudden revelation - I wrote. I 

wrote a one act called Chasing Shadows: The Tinker Bell Effect. I 

workshopped it at my local theatre company. Some people liked it. Some 

people didn’t. They thought the protagonist was too bitter, too angry, too 

emotional. She wasn’t “like-able.” 

I wrote some more. I workshopped it at a different theatre company. Then I 

went to London for four months and developed it further. In November 

2014, I produced a staged reading of the play at The Hen & Chickens 

Theatre Bar, a 55-seat fringe space. At the reading I handed out little 

“scrolls” that served as both programs and feedback for the evening. The 

response was unanimous - everyone wanted to see it on a screen. 



I returned to NYC and produced a second staged reading at The Barrow Group Theatre. 

Again, the feedback was wonderful. But what to do with it next? I’d run out of savings to 

stage any more performances. The next move seemed obvious - get it on a platform that 

would have a bigger reach. And so, Chasing Shadows: The Tinker Bell Effect, became 

DUST: A Fairy Tale - an original, four part web series. I crowdfunded $10,000 to produce 

it, bringing back all but one of the original NYC cast and shooting the entire series over 

two days, in one NYC apartment, with a skeleton crew.  

We hosted the release for DUST in two cities - New York (where it began) and Nashville 
(where I was living at the time of the release). Local businesses donated wine and treats. In 

Nashville, musicians featured on the soundtrack played a live set at the premiere. Guests 

were invited to take pictures with their wings and post them to social media. It was an 

amazing run… I made SO many mistakes, and I learned so much about filmmaking beyond 

just the words on the page. That summer I was accepted into London Film School’s MA 
Screenwriting Program, and so DUST took a backseat for awhile. When I graduated, I 

rewrote the script as a TV Pilot set in London. No matter where in the world I found myself, 

that one piece of writing continued to grow and evolve as I continued to grow and evolve.  

In March 2020, I made the bold move 5,000 miles across the pond to Los Angeles, just 

one week before the pandemic struck. Like the rest of the world, I felt helpless. Scared. 

Lonely. And so I turned to the only friend I had in this strange new city - my laptop. I 

dusted off good old Tink, and breathed new life into her. Gave her a little pep talk. And 

now, along with some faith, trust, and pixie dust, I’m sending her back out into the world. 

Christina Morelli, Writer/Creator 



FOR FANS OF…



CHRISTINA MORELLI (Writer/Creator) - Christina Morelli is a screenwriter and creative producer, born in New York, grown across 
the US, bred in London, and now based in Los Angeles. 

A former dance studio owner, teacher and choreographer, Christina has held a professional role in the artist community for over 
15 years. Her entrepreneurial spirit and way with words carved the path for a number of lucrative opportunities, from authoring a 
family biography to working as a commissioned writer and getting her first TV series optioned.  

She holds a Masters in Screenwriting from London Film School, and her portfolio includes short and feature films, limited series, 
TV pilots, web series, music videos, online content, and live events. 

Most recently Christina was a producer on the indie feature DEMON (2019) and short film TOUGH GUY (2019). As a writer she's 
known for her original play CHASING SHADOWS (workshopped in London and New York), her web series DUST (2016), and her 
original TV comedy series FIT (2019), which has been optioned by Rebecca Papworth of Can Can Productions (Home From Home 
- BBC1, The Steph Show - Channel 4). 

MEET THE MAGIC MAKER

DUST is WGA Registered


